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David Atlas is one of a handful of those who remained in the field after having been 
trained in both meteorology and radar during WW II; thus he is one of the founders of 
radar meteorology. He received the D.Sc. from MIT in 1955. His 1947 invention of radar 
echo contour mapping led to the widespread use of airborne weather radar. He headed 
weather radar research at the Air Force Cambridge Research Laboratories (1948-1966) 
and then as a professor at the University of Chicago. His research was among the 
advances that led to the development of the national network of Doppler radars.  
 
He was the director of both the Atmospheric Technology Division and the National Hail 
Research Experiment at NCAR. In 1977, Dr. Atlas became the founding director of the 
Laboratory for Atmospheric Sciences at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. He also 
conducted studies of the remote measurement of rainfall that helped set the stage for the 
Tropical Rain Measurement Mission. He is now Distinguished Visiting Scientist at GSFC 
  
Atlas served in various capacities in the American Meteorological Society, including 
President in 1975. His honors include the election to the National Academy of 
Engineering, the Rossby Medal of the AMS, the Symons Medal of the Royal 
Meteorological Society, the Losey Medal of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, and the Dennis Picard Medal of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineers. Dr. Atlas holds 23 patents and has published more than 220 papers.  
 
 
 


