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Seasonal patterns of surface soil moisture
across Africa for January, April, July, and
October 2003. Areas depicted in gray indi-
cate sufficiently heavy vegetation, where
sensors are unable to penetrate. (Data
from the AMSR-E instrument on the Aqua
satellite; images courtesy Manfred Owe,
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and
Richard de Jeu, Vrije Universiteit,
Amsterdam.)
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